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once, whatever efforts are made to improve the sanitary
conditions of the island, the statistics must always show a
high death-rate among the opium smokers. The authorities
have taken steps to prevent the increase of this evil, but it
would be impossible for the ablest statesman to lessen the
number of the present opium smokers. This can only be
achieved by the advance of education and the lapse of time.
For Japan's own sake, for the sake of the Formosans them-
selves, and for the sake of the whole human race, I hope
the happy day may speedily come when the last opium
smoker shall have disappeared from Formosa."

Besides having the opium traffic in its own hands, the
Government are monopolising and operating tobacco, salt,
camphor, railroads, telegraphs, and telephones, so that there
is being developed in Formosa an extensive system of State
socialism, the progress of which will be watched with interest
by the other countries of the world. Formosa is the world's
chief producer of camphor. It will be interesting to watch
the effects of this practical world-monopoly, as care must be
taken not to kill the goose which lays the golden eggs.
Camphor trees are being cut down at the rate of 10,000 a
year, which must soon tell on the supply; but meantime
the new system of afforestation which has been introduced
will replace all the trees destroyed. In any case, if prices
are raised unduly, substitutes will be found for the purposes
for which camphor is used, with the possible result that it
may be unsaleable at a profit. The Japanese Government
has clearly shown that Formosa is retained in their possession
for the good of its inhabitants, The large sum of 140,000,000
yen has been spent for the improvement of the island since
it came into the possession of the Japanese, and many
schemes for its development are awaiting time and means.
The annual value of the import and export trade was only
20,000,000 yen, now it is over 48,000,000.

A recent writer1 on Formosa has truly said; "The
Japanese deserve full credit, for they have spent heart,

1 W. C. Gregg, American Review of Reotews, August 1908.